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This policy has been produced for Queensbury Students and their Parents/Carers 

following the announcement in March 2020 that summer examinations were 

cancelled this year. 

The policy will explain: 

 how your grades were calculated, using the Awarding Bodies ERF 

 when results will be available, 

 what you can appeal about and how to appeal, requesting your CAGs 

 Autumn 2020 examination series 

Should you have any queries regarding this document, either please ask your form 

teacher during Zoom meetings, or email me direct. 

s.wolverson@queensbury.bham.sch.uk 

 

 

 

S.Wolverson 

Examinations Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:s.wolverson@queensbury.bham.sch.uk
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How Grades were calculated for GCSE and Year 11 Entry Level Courses 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/awarding-qualifications-in-

summer-2020 

 

Following the publication of guidance from Ofqual there were different factors 

we had to look at before we submitted Centre Assessed Grades (CAG). 

 

• We had to make a fair and objective judgement of the grade we believed 

a student is most likely to have achieved had they sat their exams this year. 

To do this we looked at lots of different evidence this included e.g. progress 

review data, classwork, bookwork, and/or participation in performances in 

subjects such as drama and PE, performance on any non-exam assessment 

(NEA), even if this has not been fully completed, performance on any class 

or homework assessments and mock exams taken over the course of study)  

 

• Grading and ranking decisions for each student were based upon a holistic 

professional judgement, which balanced these different sources of 

evidence and data. 

 

Both the school and the Awarding Bodies used previous results from 

Queensbury School in each subject and the performance of this year’s 

students compared to those in previous years. These factors were considered 

in the grading and ranking process for GCSEs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/awarding-qualifications-in-summer-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/awarding-qualifications-in-summer-2020
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How Grades were calculated for portfolio work 

 

For our Sixth Form qualifications completed this year we had to look at each 

individual portfolio.  We were asked by the Awarding Bodies to provide learners 

with a result that they would most likely have achieved had schools not closed. 

We had to look at all work that had been completed and met the criteria of 

that qualification. We also had to consider any part completed work that 

would have been completed had you continued to come to school.  Where 

you had not started work, but would have done, we also had to look at your 

previous work, similar work and take a holistic approach to your results.  We 

had to make sure that you would not be either advantaged or disadvantaged 

due to COVID-19 and schools being shut. 

Once we had done this, we then had to ensure that all Teachers had used the 

same methods and we completed an internal quality assurance exercise. 

When we were sure that we had looked at every possible piece of evidence, 

we then submitted these results to the Awarding Bodies.  

The Awarding Bodies then completed an external quality assurance by looking 

at a sample of students work. This year, this will be completed remotely, via 

post, instead of visiting the school. 
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Results 

 

This year results day is Thursday 20th August 2020. 

Due to COVOD-19, it will not be in the same format as per previous years. Please 

indicate on the link below how you wish to receive your results. 

If you choose to collect your results you can only collect at the time we offer. If 

you do not turn up at the time allocated your results will be posted out to your 

home address. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=LbVuPwN6yk6bKH2Pd9

ekdpAjtSfrIMdGgnwCN8LPzMlUOTkwMDk1TThHQVNMTUo0WDY3TkJCUUhJRy4u 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=LbVuPwN6yk6bKH2Pd9ekdpAjtSfrIMdGgnwCN8LPzMlUOTkwMDk1TThHQVNMTUo0WDY3TkJCUUhJRy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=LbVuPwN6yk6bKH2Pd9ekdpAjtSfrIMdGgnwCN8LPzMlUOTkwMDk1TThHQVNMTUo0WDY3TkJCUUhJRy4u
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What you can appeal about and how to appeal 

 

What Ofqual have currently stated 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-publishes-more-details-on-

appeals-and-confirms-autumn-exam-arrangements?utm_source=51e5ef70-

80b9-4d4b-b308-ebee53136c9b&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-

notifications&utm_content=immediate 

 

Centre appeals 

Current guidance suggests that centre appeals will only be permitted on the 

following grounds:  

• Where a centre believes it has made an error when submitting its information 

(this must be supported by clear evidence that an error had been made by the 

centre) 

 • If a centre believes an exam board made a mistake when calculating, 

assigning or communicating a grade 

Centres will not be permitted to appeal in respect of the operation or outcome 

of the statistical standardisation model. However, it is still to be confirmed by 

Ofqual whether appeals will be permitted where there is reliable evidence of a 

significant demographic difference between the centre’s cohort and the 

historical data used for statistical standardisation 

Student Appeals 

Once they have received their result, students will have the right to: 

 ask their centre to check whether they made an error when submitting a 

centre assessment grade and including them in the centre’s rank order 

 raise a complaint to their centre if they have evidence of bias or that they 

were discriminated against; they could also pass such evidence on to the 

exam board who could investigate for potential malpractice 

 appeal against the following centre decisions:   

o not to seek any information the awarding body holds that would be 

needed for an appeal; and/or 

o not to appeal to the awarding body 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-publishes-more-details-on-appeals-and-confirms-autumn-exam-arrangements?utm_source=51e5ef70-80b9-4d4b-b308-ebee53136c9b&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-publishes-more-details-on-appeals-and-confirms-autumn-exam-arrangements?utm_source=51e5ef70-80b9-4d4b-b308-ebee53136c9b&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-publishes-more-details-on-appeals-and-confirms-autumn-exam-arrangements?utm_source=51e5ef70-80b9-4d4b-b308-ebee53136c9b&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-publishes-more-details-on-appeals-and-confirms-autumn-exam-arrangements?utm_source=51e5ef70-80b9-4d4b-b308-ebee53136c9b&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate


7 
 

Students cannot appeal against their school or college’s centre assessment 

grades and position in the rank order for the following reasons:  

 

• The appeal would have to be undertaken by someone better 

placed than the student’s teachers to judge the grade they would likely 

have received if the exams had taken place – in the unique circumstances 

of this summer Ofqual do not believe there is any such person.  

 

• An appeal would also require students to have access to the 

information their school or college put forward before being submitted to 

exam boards. This may compromise the reliability of this year’s approach. 

 

 

• If one student successfully appealed against their position in the rank 

order, it would have negative implications for other students who would, in 

turn, need to be given an opportunity to appeal  

 

Centre Assessed Grades (CAG) 

Prior to results day, the guidance is very clear – centres cannot inform students of 

their grade and ranking in each subject. However, as CAGs and rankings are the 

student’s personal data, they have the right to receive access to this information 

once results have been issued.  Under the Data Protection Act 2018, students 

have the right to find out what information schools and colleges store about them, 

and therefore, ultimately, students will have the right to access the CAGs and 

rankings within each subject in relation to the Summer 2020 awarding process. 

Should a student of Queensbury require their CAGs, then they will be required to 

request this in writing to the schools DPO (Data Protection Officer, Ms S.Watkins). 

Should the DPO be concerned that by releasing one students CAG and ranking 

they will inadvertently release another students ranking they may be required to 

contact the Information Commissioner’s Office, to ensure that no GDPR laws are 

broken.  This may cause a delay in receiving your CAG and ranking. 
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Autumn 2020 examination series 

On 30th June 2020, Ofqual published confirmation that there will be an autumn 

examination series for students who would have sat examinations in Summer 2020.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-an-additional-

gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series-in-autumn-2020?utm_source=81d4182c-089e-

4af7-a534-c554d037260d&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-

notifications&utm_content=immediate 

 

Detail of outcome 

 exam boards must make exams available in all GCSE, AS and A level subjects 

in the additional autumn series and we are therefore varying our normal rules 

that allow exams only to be held in May and June 

 

 exam boards must base results on students’ performance in exams alone and 

not on any non-exam assessment, with the exception of art and design 

qualifications 

 

 exam boards must issue replacement certificates for the summer results if 

students request this 

 

 the exam boards must adopt the normal arrangements for reviews of marking 

and appeals 

 

•  It is now confirmed GCSEs will take place in November. Starting Monday 2nd 

November and finishing Monday 23rd November. Results will be published in 

February 2021. 

•  Reviews of marking will be available as normal  

•   Entries for the autumn exam series will only be accepted for students who were          

entered for the summer 2020 exam series, or who were not entered due to an 

administrative error  

• Awarding bodies are required to issue a new certificate if student requests that 

their certificate only show their best grade 

 • Entry deadline information has been confirmed by JCQ as Friday 18th 

Spetember. 

https://www.jcq.org.uk/jcq-announces-examination-dates-for-the-autumn-2020-series 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-an-additional-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series-in-autumn-2020?utm_source=81d4182c-089e-4af7-a534-c554d037260d&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-an-additional-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series-in-autumn-2020?utm_source=81d4182c-089e-4af7-a534-c554d037260d&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-an-additional-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series-in-autumn-2020?utm_source=81d4182c-089e-4af7-a534-c554d037260d&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-an-additional-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series-in-autumn-2020?utm_source=81d4182c-089e-4af7-a534-c554d037260d&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.jcq.org.uk/jcq-announces-examination-dates-for-the-autumn-2020-series
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Queensbury School has decided that as this is an optional examination season, 

students who wish to have the opportunity to sit any examinations will have the 

chance to do so, providing an administration fee of £150.00 per subject is paid 

prior to the Awarding Bodies entry deadline date. (Currently expected to be 11th 

September 2020). No entries will be made to the awarding bodies until these 

payments have been made to the school. 

This payment will cover the entrance fee for the GCSE, additional administration 

fees for the entry, receipt of the examination papers, invigilation of the 

examination, posting of the examination papers and receipt and processing of 

results.  

Results will be published in February 2021. 
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Updates 

Please note that as details are released/updated by Ofqual the information in this 

document may change. If you have any queries please contact the school. 

(correct information 8th July 2020) 

The latest details issued by Ofqual may be found on the government website 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofqual 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofqual

